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v ARE WE UP TO IT?

(Mr. EDWARDS of Alabama (at the

"request of Mr, HUTCHINSON) was granted
permission to extend his remarks at this

point in the Recorp and to include ex- '

-traneous matter.)

_ Mr. .EDWARDS of Alabama. M.
“Speaker, the recent incident in which our
State Department was acutely embar-

rassed in first denying and then admit~

‘ting a charge made against-us by the
-Singapore Prime Minister suggests once
again that perhaps the United States is
‘simply not meeting the tests of world
‘leadership, particularly in Asla.

. Furthermore, it appears llkely that
.other nations have understood this for
some time, and we as Americans have not
grasped it yet. There must be a strong
feeling in halls of governments around
tho world that the Johnson administra=-

"tion, like the Kennedy administration-

" before it, lacks.a basic understanding of

, how to handle U.S. relations with Asian
~nations. ",
Two days ago Pakistan's Government
issued a sharp challenge to us to use our
*influence to stop the Pakistan-India con-
flict, There may be several meanings at-
“tached to that challenge. But whatever

I want also to include in my remarks:
an editorial on the same subject which
was broadcast over stations WBRC and
WBRC-TV in Birmingham on Septem-~
ber 8; -~ .

No EsPioNAGE EXrEnTS—THE UNITED STATES

Once again the United States has jumped’
into a situstion involving foreign relations
with both left feet. Why do we always have

else 1t may be, it {s an indication of the 1 Eet cought in o lic, and then turn around

Jow respect with which Aslan- nations
_view our ability to adequately deal with
i Aslan affairs. - o R
! 7Tho Slngapore affalr is further dis-
‘eussed in the following editorial from
: lt;ho Birmingham Post Herald of Septem-
er 9:
' Foor IN UNCLE's MoUTH
v Every once in s while, somebody opens his
Jmouth and puts hls foot, not in it, but in
Uncle Sam's, That hurts us all
_ We don't know the exact ins and outs of
tho chargoe by Singapore Prime Minister Leo
"Kuan Yew that back in 1060 a bribe of 63
‘milllon was offcred by a CIA agent and that
later o lotter of apology™ nrrived from in=-

. “ecoming Sceretary of State Dean Rusk, along

with o statement that tho new Kennedy
administration would not countenance such
golngs on.

Wa do know that both at tho State De=
,partment and in Malaysia on Tuesday, U.S.
.spokesmen denied flatly that the incldent
.ever occurred. And that on Wednesday, the
.State Department diecovered the Rusk let«

- ter after Lee revenled he had not only a
copy of 1t but a tape recording of conversa= -

tions with the CIA agent.

The polnt at™lésue is not to criticize Mr.
Lee, who apparently brought up the matter
for domestic political reasons, Nor is it to
castigate the CIA, since detalils of tho original
offair are obscure. \ .

What bothers us—and considerably—is

" "that the State Department could be 50 posis,
tive on ono day that nothing 6f tho sort’ pve-yono?
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*over hanppened and 8o posltlvo on the mext .

‘day that it did.

and admit it, branding ourselves as liars be-:
fore the whole world?
- What If wo did want information avallable’

in Singapore in 1960 bad enough to pay 83 .

million for it? We are enpaged in the in=
elligence business, and we’d better stay in it
as eflectively as possible.

-~ We don't know what prompted Singapore's
Prime Minister, Lee Kuan Yew to bring up
the matter of a State Department apology
dated April 1B, 1061, at this late date, but
'he minced no words over the State Dcpart-

ment's denial of his charges that the US, . -
Government offered him a $3 miillon/bribo to -

‘kecep quict about the arrest of .a Centrol
Intelligence Agency operative who allegeary
trfedto buy state sccrets, Leo sald tho
U.8. Government was stupldly denying the
undeniable” and threatened documentation,
At this point the State Department ade-.
mitted the whole Incldent, .

If our State Department does not yet know
that to the orlental mind honor and facce
como bofore even lifo itrelf, it's timo they
learned. Primo Minister Lee could not have
done other than he did, throwing the mat-
ter full in tho face of the U.S. Government,

This is getting to bo too much of a hablt
. with our country: President Eiscnhower and

the U-2 flights over Rursla, flrst denied,

then admitted; President Kennedy and the-

missiles in Cuba, first denled, then admitted.
It would be much better if wo announced to’

ail that wo Intend to use any mcang at hand .

to goin tho information nocessary for our
continued survival and well-being. Doesn’s

(Mr. MOORE (at the request of Mr.

In the famous U-2 incident which also! HUTCHINSON) was granted permission to -

occurred in 1060, misrepresentation by U.8, |
officials made this country look ridiculous in :
the oyes of tho world, Handling of this:
latest offalr gives us reason to wonder £

our, oflicial spokcsmen really have lesrned

snything since then, .

extend his remails at this point in the

mattersd - o

(Mr. MOORE'S remarks will appear
bercatier i the Appendix]’ | ;
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